
Table A-21. Race for the United States, Regions, Divisions, and States: 1840 
(See text for sources, definitions, and explanations) 

Geographic area 
Total population White 

Black 

Percent distribution of population group 
by geographic area 

Total 
population White 

Black 
Total Free Slave 

Total Free SlaveNumber Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

United States.................. 17 063 353 
REGION AND DIVISION 
Northeast.................................... 

New England........................... 
Middle Atlantic......................... 

Midwest...................................... 
East North Central................... 
West North Central.................. 

South.......................................... 
South Atlantic........................... 
East South Central................... 
West South Central.................. 

DIVISION AND STATE 
New England 

Maine....................................... 
New Hampshire....................... 
Vermont................................... 
Massachusetts......................... 
Rhode Island............................ 
Connecticut.............................. 

Middle Atlantic 
New York................................. 
New Jersey.............................. 
Pennsylvania........................... 

East North Central 
Ohio......................................... 
Indiana..................................... 
Illinois....................................... 
Michigan.................................. 
Wisconsin................................ 

West North Central 
Iowa......................................... 
Missouri................................... 

South Atlantic 
Delaware................................. 
Maryland.................................. 
District of Columbia.................. 
Virginia..................................... 
West Virginia........................... 
North Carolina.......................... 
South Carolina......................... 
Georgia.................................... 
Florida...................................... 

East South Central 
Kentucky.................................. 
Tennessee............................... 
Alabama.................................. 
Mississippi............................... 

West South Central 
Arkansas.................................. 
Louisiana................................. 

100.0 14 189 705 

6 761 082 100.0 
2 234 822 100.0 
4 526 260 100.0 
3 351 542 100.0 
2 924 728 100.0 

426 814 100.0 
6 950 729 100.0 
3 925 299 100.0 
2 575 445 100.0 

449 985 100.0 

501 793 100.0 
284 574 100.0 
291 948 100.0 
737 699 100.0 
108 830 100.0 
309 978 100.0 

2 428 921 100.0 
373 306 100.0 

1 724 033 100.0 

1 519 467 100.0 
685 866 100.0 
476 183 100.0 
212 267 100.0 
30 945 100.0 

43 112 100.0 
383 702 100.0 

78 085 100.0 
470 019 100.0 
33 745 100.0 

1 025 227 100.0 
224 537 100.0 
753 419 100.0 
594 398 100.0 
691 392 100.0 
54 477 100.0 

779 828 100.0 
829 210 100.0 
590 756 100.0 
375 651 100.0 

97 574 100.0 
352 411 100.0 

83.2 2 873 648 

6 618 758 97.9 
2 212 165 99.0 
4 406 593 97.4 
3 262 195 97.3 
2 895 383 99.0 

366 812 85.9 
4 308 752 62.0 2 641 977 
2 327 982 59.3 1 597 317 
1 745 139 67.8 

235 631 52.4 

500 438 99.7 
284 036 99.8 
291 218 99.7 
729 030 98.8 
105 587 97.0 
301 856 97.4 

2 378 890 97.9 
351 588 94.2 

1 676 115 97.2 

1 502 122 98.9 
678 698 99.0 
472 254 99.2 
211 560 99.7 

30 749 99.4 

42 924 99.6 
323 888 84.4 

58 561 75.0 
318 204 67.7 
23 926 70.9 

544 683 53.1 
203 016 90.4 
484 870 64.4 
259 084 43.6 
407 695 59.0 
27 943 51.3 

590 253 75.7 
640 627 77.3 
335 185 56.7 
179 074 47.7 

77 174 79.1 
158 457 45.0 

16.8 

142 324 2.1 
22 657 1.0 

119 667 2.6 
89 347 2.7 
29 345 1.0 
60 002 14.1 

38.0 
40.7 

830 306 32.2 
214 354 47.6 

1 355 0.3 
538 0.2 
730 0.3 

8 669 1.2 
3 243 3.0 
8 122 2.6 

50 031 2.1 
21 718 5.8 
47 918 2.8 

17 345 1.1 
7 168 1.0 
3 929 0.8 

707 0.3 
196 0.6 

188 0.4 
59 814 15.6 

19 524 25.0 
151 815 32.3 

9 819 29.1 
480 544 46.9 
21 521 9.6 

268 549 35.6 
335 314 56.4 
283 697 41.0 
26 534 48.7 

189 575 24.3 
188 583 22.7 
255 571 43.3 
196 577 52.3 

20 400 20.9 
193 954 55.0 

386 293 2.3 2 487 355 

141 559 2.1 
22 634 1.0 

118 925 2.6 
30 743 0.9 
28 997 1.0 
1 746 0.4 

213 991 3.1 2 427 986 
171 778 4.4 1 425 539 
16 246 0.6 
25 967 5.8 

1 355 0.3 
537 0.2 
730 0.3 

8 669 1.2 
3 238 3.0 
8 105 2.6 

50 027 2.1 
21 044 5.6 
47 854 2.8 

17 342 1.1 
7 165 1.0 
3 598 0.8 

707 0.3 
185 0.6 

172 0.4 
1 574 0.4 

16 919 21.7 
62 078 13.2 
6 499 19.3 

48 671 4.7 
3 033 1.4 

22 732 3.0 
8 276 1.4 
2 753 0.4 

817 1.5 

7 317 0.9 
5 524 0.7 
2 039 0.3 
1 366 0.4 

465 0.5 
25 502 7.2 

14.6 

765 -
23 -

742 -
58 604 1.7 

348 -
58 256 13.6 

34.9 
36.3 

814 060 31.6 
188 387 41.9 

- -
1 -
- -
- -
5 -

17 -

4 -
674 0.2 
64 -

3 -
3 -

331 0.1 
- -

11 -

16 -
58 240 15.2 

2 605 3.3 
89 737 19.1 
3 320 9.8 

431 873 42.1 
18 488 8.2 

245 817 32.6 
327 038 55.0 
280 944 40.6 
25 717 47.2 

182 258 23.4 
183 059 22.1 
253 532 42.9 
195 211 52.0 

19 935 20.4 
168 452 47.8 

100.0 

39.6 
13.1 
26.5 
19.6 
17.1 
2.5 

40.7 
23.0 
15.1 
2.6 

2.9 
1.7 
1.7 
4.3 
0.6 
1.8 

14.2 
2.2 

10.1 

8.9 
4.0 
2.8 
1.2 
0.2 

0.3 
2.2 

0.5 
2.8 
0.2 
6.0 
1.3 
4.4 
3.5 
4.1 
0.3 

4.6 
4.9 
3.5 
2.2 

0.6 
2.1 

100.0 

46.6 
15.6 
31.1 
23.0 
20.4 
2.6 

30.4 
16.4 
12.3 
1.7 

3.5 
2.0 
2.1 
5.1 
0.7 
2.1 

16.8 
2.5 

11.8 

10.6 
4.8 
3.3 
1.5 
0.2 

0.3 
2.3 

0.4 
2.2 
0.2 
3.8 
1.4 
3.4 
1.8 
2.9 
0.2 

4.2 
4.5 
2.4 
1.3 

0.5 
1.1 

100.0 

5.0 
0.8 
4.2 
3.1 
1.0 
2.1 

91.9 
55.6 
28.9 
7.5 

-
-
-

0.3 
0.1 
0.3 

1.7 
0.8 
1.7 

0.6 
0.2 
0.1 

-
-

-
2.1 

0.7 
5.3 
0.3 

16.7 
0.7 
9.3 

11.7 
9.9 
0.9 

6.6 
6.6 
8.9 
6.8 

0.7 
6.7 

100.0 

36.6 
5.9 

30.8 
8.0 
7.5 
0.5 

55.4 
44.5 
4.2 
6.7 

0.4 
0.1 
0.2 
2.2 
0.8 
2.1 

13.0 
5.4 

12.4 

4.5 
1.9 
0.9 
0.2 

-

-
0.4 

4.4 
16.1 
1.7 

12.6 
0.8 
5.9 
2.1 
0.7 
0.2 

1.9 
1.4 
0.5 
0.4 

0.1 
6.6 

100.0 

-
-
-

2.4 
-

2.3 
97.6 
57.3 
32.7 
7.6 

-
-
-
-
-
-

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

-
2.3 

0.1 
3.6 
0.1 

17.4 
0.7 
9.9 

13.1 
11.3 
1.0 

7.3 
7.4 

10.2 
7.8 

0.8 
6.8 

AS PUBLISHED IN 1840 CENSUS 
District of Columbia 1 …………… 
Virginia 2 ………………………… 

43 712 100.0 
1 239 797 100.0 

30 657 70.1 
740 968 59.8 

13 055 29.9 
498 829 40.2 

8 361 19.1 
49 842 4.0 

4 694 10.7 
448 987 36.2 

0.3 
7.3 

0.2 
5.2 

0.5 
17.4 

2.2 
12.9 

0.2 
18.1 

Footnotes: 
- Represents zero or rounds to 0.0.

1 Includes area currently in District of Columbia (population 33,745) and area retroceded to Virginia in 1846 (population 9,967).

2 Includes area currently in Virginia (population 1,015,260), excludes area retroceded to Virginia in 1846 (population 9,967), and includes 

West Virginia (population 224,537), formed from part of Virginia in 1863. 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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